The Ten Commandments: Commandments 5-7
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Exodus 20:12-14

Remember these three commandments (along with the last three) make up the “second table” of the Ten Commandments, which describe our relationship with others and are summarized by Jesus' command to “love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt 22:39)

The Fifth Commandment: “Honor your father and your mother ...” Ex 20:12

How would you describe your relationship with your parents?

What do you do to honor your parents in your life right now?

Read Ephesians 6:1-4

How does this add to your understanding of the commandment and godly family relationships?

Read Hebrews 12:7-11

How can our relationships with human parents help us relate to our heavenly father?

When is it hard for you to honor your parents?

Can you fulfill this commandment without always obeying or submitting to the wishes of your parents?

The Sixth Commandment: “You shall not murder.” Ex 20:13

ratsach: “To kill, with no distinction made between premeditated and involuntary killing.”

ESV:  “The Hebrew word for murder also covers causing human death through carelessness or negligence.”

“Murder is the taking of life without legal justification (execution after due process) or moral justification (killing in defense).” - Adam Clarke

What does this commandment prohibit us from doing?

What does it teach us about God?

Read Matthew 5:21-26

How does Jesus connect murder and anger?

How do you deal with anger? 

The Seventh Commandment: “You shall not commit adultery.” Ex 20:14

na'aph: “To commit adultery, usually a man, always with the wife or fiancee of another man.”

What does this commandment prohibit us from doing?

What does it teach us about God?

Read Matthew 5:27-30

Like the last commandment, how does Jesus uphold and deepen the meaning of this one?

Jesus uses some pretty extreme language in talking about  gouging out eyes and cutting off hands.  What do think he is trying to say?  How do you apply this teaching to your life?

The Gospel

When looking at passages of law, we must always remember the Gospel.  This will be a great chance for you to remind your groups of that by speaking these truths to them.

Read Galatians 2:16 and Ephesians 2:8-10

What role do the following things play in our salvation, according to these passages?


Grace, Faith, Works/Observing the Law, Jesus

Why is the Gospel important to us as we work to observe the 10 commandments?

Conclusion

How is God challenging you to replicate his character in you through these three commandments?

How do you need to apply the truth of the Gospel to your life?

