BCM Bible Study – September 14-15, 2011

Ezra and Nehemiah: Learning through Adversity (by Ryan Goude)

Rebuilding the Temple: Read Ezra 3:8-13

God has allowed the exiles to return to Jerusalem like He promised.  As Israel begins to rebuild the temple in this passage, we can see their excitement and emotions.

· What do you know about the temple and its purpose?  Why was it important that the temple be rebuilt?

Some important functions of the temple: it was where God's presence lived (1 Kings 8:10-11), it was where the sacrifices required by the covenant took place (see Ezra 3:3-5 about the burnt offerings), it was a sign of God's kingly rule and covenant with David and Israel (1 Kings 9:3-9).

· Why do you think we see the two responses of joy and sorrow here?

Adversity: Read Ezra 4:1-5

Israel is now carrying out God’s will by rebuilding the temple.  Not that far into the process, Israel faces another hardship.  The adversaries of Judah and Benjamin have come to “help” rebuild, but they are told they can’t help.  They go off and find ways to stop the Israelites from rebuilding the temple. 

· We can see that Israel has gone from a valley (the exile) to a mountaintop (returning/building the temple) back to a valley (the adversaries trying to make them stop).  Does this ever happen to us spiritually?  Give examples. 

· What is the role of the adversaries in this passage? Do we have adversaries today?  How do adversaries or adversity impact us today? 

Read James 1:2-12

Throughout Ezra 4 we are told of the adversity the Jews are facing.  This parallels to our hardships today; we usually only focus on the adversity and not the lessons we can learn.  Sometimes we get frustrated or discouraged by the opposition we face and don’t look for what God is trying to teach us in these times.  James 1 gives us great direction on how to handle times of hardships and their purposes.

· What does this passage tell us on how to approach trials and what we are to gain from them?

· Do we have the mindset of v2-4 when we face trials?  What does it look like to apply these verses to our lives today?

· Do we have the mindset of v6-8 when we face trials?  What are the consequences of acting like this?

· What has God taught you during trials in your life?  Did you use what you learned in those times during other moments of adversity?

Read Ezra 4:23-24

We can see that Israel only stopped building because they were forced, but once they were allowed to continue they did.  Israel did not give up on building the temple for God.

· What does not giving up tell us about Israel’s character?  

· Do you tend to give up in hard times or push through?  Do you see evidence of steadfastness or perseverance (James 1:3) in your life?

Conclusion

· What do you feel like God is calling you to push through or persevere in right now?

· How can we as a group encourage or challenge you to do that?

