BCM Bible Study – September 18/19, 2013
Acts: Stephen Martyred (Acts 6-7)

This week, we will be looking at the story of Stephen, the first martyr recorded in the book of Acts.
Stephen and Others Chosen– Read Acts 6:1-7
· Describe the conflict the early church was facing. How did the apostles deal with it?
· What seemed to be the criteria used to select men to serve in this capacity?
· What can we apply to our BCM/church context about ministry and resolving conflicts from this story?
· Looking at 6:7, how would you describe what has happened in Acts so far? How does this relate to Acts 1:8?
Stephen Arrested – Read Acts 6:8-15
· How is this case of persecution similar to and different from what Peter and John experienced in ch 3-4?

· What were the charges against Stephen? Do you think they are valid?
Stephen’s Speech to the Council – Read Acts 7:1-53
This section is long, and mostly recaps the story of Israel. Stephen traces the history in detail from Abraham (v2-8), Joseph (v9-16), and Moses (v17-44), and briefly through Joshua and the kings (v44-50). This is a great overview of Israelite history, and is great reading, but you may want to do an overview of that part for the sake of time.
· Why do you think Stephen spends so much time describing the history of Israel?

· Two points of emphasis in this long speech seem to be v37 and v48. What is Stephen saying to his Jewish accusers in these two verses?

· Why do you think he uses such strong language in v51-53? Do you think he is being bold or just downright mean and foolish?
· When have you felt “stiff-necked” and resistant toward God (v51)? How had God helped you overcome those attitudes?
Stephen Martyred – Read Acts 7:54-8:4
· Stephen’s last words resemble Jesus’ last words upon the cross (see Luke 23:34, 46). What do their attitudes and words teach us?

· How does Stephen see God responding to him as he dies? What does this teach us about God?
· What was the significance of Stephen’s martyrdom in the history of the early church? How does it relate to Acts 1:8?

Conclusion
· Like Stephen, are you willing to let God use your struggles, difficulties, pain, and even your life for his purposes? What holds you back? What situation can you offer up to God to use for his purposes this week?
Next week we'll be looking at Acts 9. Challenge people to read it before they come!

