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Remember these three commandments (along with the first) make up the “first table” of the Ten Commandments, which describe our relationship with God and are summarized by Jesus' command to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Matt 22:37)

The Second Commandment: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image ...” Ex 20:4

Read Exodus 20:4-6

What is the difference between this commandment and the first?

We don't often make physical idols today, so how does this commandment apply to us?

How does God's jealousy (v5) relate to this commandment?  Is it okay for God to be jealous?

Note on v5 –a question somebody might bring up

This verse seems to contradict Deut 24:16 which says that children shall not be put to death for the sins of their fathers.  However, Ex 20:5 talks about God visiting iniquity on “the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,” those who continue in idolatry in the steps of their fathers.  Idolatry will certainly have national consequences for generations through established patterns and customs, but God is not holding innocent children guilty for their fathers' sins.

Read Exodus 32:1-8 (while Moses is on the mountain receiving the law from God)

It was difficult for the Israelites to worship and wait for a God they couldn't see or touch, which was part of why they created the idol here.  How is it difficult for you to follow God when you can't see him or can't perceive him working all the time?

The Third Commandment: “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain ...” Ex 20:7

Read Exodus 20:7

What does a name represent in the Bible? (See Ps 8:1, Ps 20:7, Matt 6:9, John 1:12 for examples)

How does that help you understand this commandment?

In what different ways can this commandment be broken and God's name be misused?

“We can break the third commandment through profanity (using the name of God in blasphemy and cursing), frivolity (using the name of God in a superficial, stupid way), and hypocrisy (claiming the name of God but acting in a way that disgraces Him).” - David Guzik, Commentary on Exodus 20

How high of a respect for God and His name do you and those around you have in your everyday conversations?

The Fourth Commandment: “Remember the Sabbath day ...” Ex 20:8

Read Exodus 20:8-11

What do we learn about God and his relationship to humanity through this commandment?

Even if we don't follow the Sabbath laws of the Old Testament, how can we benefit today from learning to rest in God?

How have you found meaningful ways to rest in God in your life?

The Sabbath points us both to God's resting after creation and our future eternal rest with him.

Read Genesis 2:1-3 and Hebrews 4:6-13

“The sabbath began in the finishing of the work of creation, so will the everlasting sabbath in the finishing of the work of providence and redemption; and we observe the weekly sabbath in expectation of that, as well as in remembrance of the former, in both conforming ourselves to him we worship.” - Matthew Henry, Commentary on Exodus 20

How do these verses show the importance of Sabbath rest?

Exodus 20:9 reminds us to work diligently the other six days of the week so we can make room for Sabbath rest on the seventh day.  Do you struggle with laziness?  How does it affect your relationship with God?

Conclusion

Remember that the law was designed to be our tutor until Christ came (Gal 3:24).  How might these three commandments point us to Jesus and who he is?

How is God challenging you to replicate his character in you through these three commandments?

