BCM Bible Study – April 3-4, 2013
The Book of Judges: Judges 4-5
Introduction
We are looking at the story of Deborah and Barak this week. This story is unique in that it is first told in narrative form in Judges 4, then in poetic form in Judges 5. Each version of the story highlights different aspects of what happened.
Deborah and Barak: Read Judges 4
· What differences do you notice between this story and the stories from last week? What similarities?
· What kind of a leader is Deborah? What gifts does she use to lead and serve?
· How do you think Barak felt about being  called to lead the army? Why do you think he asks Deborah to come with him in v8?
· Why do you think Jael betrayed Sisera and helped the Israelites?
Deborah and Barak’s Song: Read Judges 5

· In general, what role do music or other forms of artistic expression play in your spiritual life?
· What song has been stuck in your head lately that has reminded you about who God is or what he has done?

· God is not mentioned very often in chapter 4. What do you see in the song in chapter 5 that helps you see God’s role in what happened? What other additional details about the story are given that help shed light on it?
· What feelings about God are expressed in the song?
Conclusion
As we’ve seen these past few weeks, God repeatedly sent “deliverers” to Israel to rescue them from their oppressors. The same word used to describe these “deliverers” or “saviors” (who are also called “judges”) is used to describe Jesus in the NT. For a good example of this, read 1 John 4:14.
· How is the rescue or deliverance God has made available to us through Jesus similar to and different from the rescue he provides in these stories?

· In what ways has God personally rescued or saved you?

Next week we will look at Judges 6-7, so encourage your family to read through those chapters before they come!
