BCM Bible Study – September 12/13, 2012

The Gospel of John: Conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:1-21)

Introduction

This week, we will be looking at Jesus' conversation with Nicodemus. This passage contains what is probably the most famous verse in the Bible: John 3:16.

· What is your reaction when you see “John 3:16” on a sign at a public event?

Conversation with Nicodemus – Read John 3:1-15

· Based on this passage, what sort of person do you take Nicodemus to be? What do you think are his motives in approaching Jesus?

· Nicodemus is called “a man of the Pharisees … a ruler of the Jews,” so he is already a religious, law-abiding Jew and esteemed by his peers. How does this fact shed light on what Jesus is saying to him?

One key to understanding the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus is to realize that the Greek phrase Jesus uses in verses 3 and 7, “born again,” can also mean “born from above.” Jesus is probably being intentionally ambiguous here.

· In John, people often misunderstand Jesus and ask foolish questions based on their misunderstanding. What does Nicodemus not get? How does Jesus redirect him?

· How would you describe to somebody what it means to be “born again”?

· How is coming to know Jesus (being “born again”) similar to physical birth? Why does Jesus use this metaphor?

· Read Numbers 21:4-9.  How does Jesus relate this story to himself? How does it illustrate our need and Jesus' offer of “eternal life”?

God Gave His Only Son – Read John 3:16-21

· What impresses you about God in v16-17?

· These verses give a broad picture of God's salvation (“God loved the world”; “whoever believes in him”; “the world might be saved through him”). What does this tell us about God? How should we respond to this in our lives?

· When in your life have you “loved the darkness rather than the light”? What were you trying to accomplish by not coming to the light?

· How are we called to respond to the fact that “light has come into the world”?

Next week we'll be looking at John 4:1-42. Challenge people to read through 3:22-36 and 4:1-42 before they come!

