BCM Bible Study – April 2-3, 2014
James 1:19-2:13
Introduction

· In the spirit of James 1:22, how were you a “doer” of God’s word this week?
Hearing and Doing – Read James 1:19-27

· Do you consider yourself to be “quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger”? Do you have a hard time controlling your anger?
· To work against anger, along with “filthiness and rampant wickedness” (v21a), James tells his readers to “receive with meekness [or humility] the implanted word” (meaning God’s word). What does this mean? How do we do it?
· In what ways are we “deceiving ourselves” (v22) if we only hear God’s word? What dangers can this kind of self-deception lead to?

· How does James’ illustration of the mirror help you understand his point?

· Jesus says something similar – read Matthew 7:24-27. How does that passage help you understand the necessity of practicing what you hear in God’s word?

· According to v26-27, what is the difference between “worthless” religion and “pure” religion? In what ways have your religious practices been worthless?
· In what area of your life would you like to become more of a “doer who acts” than a “hearer who forgets” (v25)? What is one step you can take to put that desire into action?
Partiality – Read James 2:1-13

· What do you think it means in 2:1 to not show “partiality” (ESV) or “favoritism” (NIV)? Read Romans 2:9-11 – Paul uses the same word in v11. How does that help your understanding?
· When in your life have you felt like you were being dishonored because others were being shown favoritism? When have you been the one who was favored?

· In v2-4, James gives an example of what it would look like to show partiality in a gathering of the church. Where do you see this in the church today? In the BCM?

· Do you think partiality or favoritism is a problem in your life? Where does it show up?
· What steps can we take to make sure we avoid this problem?
· What is James trying to say in v8-13? What does he mean by “mercy triumphs over judgment”?
Conclusion
James 1:22 warns us to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
· How will you be a “doer” of the passage we studied? What is one specific, practical thing you will do this week in response to what we’ve read?
Next week we will look at James 2:14-26. Encourage your family to read through those verses before they come!
