BCM Bible Study – September 11/12, 2013
Acts: Peter and John Arrested (Acts 3-4)

This week, we will see a picture of life in the early church in the days after Pentecost. The story here illustrates what it meant for the church to live out Jesus’ command to be witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Background and Healing – Read Acts 2:42-3:10
· What do you imagine life was like for these early believers in this time?
· When was a time in your life when you felt God really moving in you and in your community?

· Peter tells the man to walk, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” (3:6). What do you think he means by this? Is it similar to what we mean today when we ask and pray for things in Jesus’ name?
In the end of chapter 3, Peter explains to the crowd that the miracle of healing the lame man was done through his faith in Jesus. He then tells the crowd to repent and turn to Jesus.
Peter and John Arrested – Read Acts 4:1-22
· Why do you think the religious leaders were so disturbed at what had happened in ch 3?
· What would be going through your mind if you were in Peter/John’s shoes and asked the question in v7?

· Read Luke 21:12, 14-15. How is this saying of Jesus fulfilled here? When have you felt like you’ve been given words from God to speak in a difficult or frightening situation?
· In what ways (whether explicitly in the text or not) do you think the Holy Spirit was at work in this passage? What might have happened here without His influence?
· Peter’s statement in v12 was offensive to the Jewish leaders of the day, and can be offensive in today’s society as well. What is it like for you to follow Jesus in a society that values inclusivity when the Bible makes such strong statements about the uniqueness of Jesus?

· What do you think about the leaders’ response to Peter and John in v13-18, 21?

· How can we imitate Peter and John today so that people see and praise God through us rather than our own goodness, intelligence, talent, etc.?

The Church Responds – Read Acts 4:23-31
· What kind of prayers would you be praying if something similar were happening in your church today? Would it be hard to pray v29-30?
· How can the church’s prayer here inform us today on how we should pray when facing difficulty, persecution, or suffering?

Conclusion
Clearly, Jesus’ call to the apostles to be witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) did not prevent them from suffering as a part of that calling.

· In what ways might we suffer today as a result of living out this calling on our campus?
· How can you take a step this week in living out this calling despite the unpleasant or uncomfortable things that may come your way?
Next week we'll be looking at Acts 6-7. Challenge people to read it before they come!

