BCM Bible Study – September 5/6, 2018
Acts: Spirit Empowered Witness (Acts 3-4)

This week, we will see a picture of the boldness of the apostles and other members of the early

Church. Their bold stance to proclaim Christ can serve as a model to us and demonstrates how the Holy Spirit empowers us to witness.
· What is something about which you are passionate/bold? How does this boldness manifest itself?

· Are you bold about your faith? Is so, what motivates you? If not, what makes this difficult?

Background and Healing – Read Acts 2:42-3:10
· What aspects of life in the early church sound particularly appealing and exciting? What parts seem radical and difficult?
· When was a time in your life when you felt God really moving in you and in your community?

· These verses and 4:4 note that many were coming to the faith during this time. When the church looks like this, why is it so attractive to many people?

Peter and John Arrested – Read Acts 4:1-22
· Why do you think the religious leaders were so disturbed at what had happened in ch 3?
· Background: The captain of the temple was second in rank to the high priest. The Sadducees may have accepted only the Pentateuch as Scripture; they also denied the resurrection and represented the privileged aristocracy who worked closely with the Romans to protect their own political and economic interests. (ESV Study Bible)
· Peter’s statement in v12 was offensive to the Jewish leaders of the day, and can be offensive in today’s society as well. What are the difficulties of following Jesus and bearing witness to him in a society that values inclusivity when the Bible makes such strong statements about the uniqueness of Jesus?

· Think again about the character of the church during this time – healing, sharing possessions, etc. Why is it important to partner the message of the exclusivity of Jesus with living in such a way that reflects Jesus?
· Have you ever been in a situation similar to verse 7 where you have had an opportunity to share about your faith? How did you respond? What was the outcome?

· What is the outcome of the boldness of Peter and John? Why do you think the religious leaders could perceive the thing they did about them?

· Note the word “boldness” in verse 13. The Greek word for boldness here is “parresia,” which is a recurring, important word in Acts that depicts Spirit-inspired courage and confidence to speak in spite of any danger or threat. Literally: freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech.
· Read Luke 21:12-15. Jesus’ words are fulfilled here! When have you felt like you’ve been given words from God to speak in a difficult or frightening situation?

· What does it look like to be open and receptive to how the Spirit wants to use you and guide you in situations like these?

· How can we imitate Peter and John today so that people see and praise God through us rather than our own goodness, intelligence, talent, etc.?
The Church Responds – Read Acts 4:23-31
· Have you ever faced any resistance to your faith? Share your experience and how you have responded.

· Clearly, Jesus’ call to the apostles to be witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) did not prevent them from suffering as a part of that calling. In what ways might we suffer today as a result of living out this calling on our campus?
· How does the testimony of these early disciples encourage you in this struggle?
· What do your prayers/attitudes sound like when you face struggle or difficulty? It what ways do they and don’t they resemble this prayer?

· Why is it difficult for you to want to pray v29-30?
Conclusion
· How can you take a step this week in living out our calling to be witnesses despite the unpleasant or uncomfortable things that may come your way?
· Encourage each person in your family to think of and identify (out loud) a non-Christian person to simply connect with.
· Leaders, write these names down as a means of accountability and follow up next week! 
Next week we'll be looking at Acts 6-7. Challenge people to read it before they come!

