BCM Bible Study – March 27-28, 2013
The Book of Judges: Judges 3:7-31
Introduction
This week, we’ll look at the first three judges (remember, a better term might be “rulers” or “deliverers”) mentioned: Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar. Shamgar only has one verse (3:31) devoted to him, so we won’t focus on his story, but feel free to read it together!
Othniel: Read Judges 3:7-11
We are first introduced to Othniel in Judges 1:11-15 (which is taken from Joshua 15:15-19). He is related to Caleb, the only other person besides Joshua from the exodus generation that God allowed to enter the promised land because of the favorable report they gave as spies in Numbers 13-14. There is not much interesting or remarkable about this story, other than it serves as the template for the rest of the judge stories.
· What elements of the story here do you recognize from the pattern we looked at last week in Judges 2:6-23?

· What different roles does God play in the story of Othniel?

Read Deuteronomy 12:1-3. God had explicitly told the people to destroy the places of worship of false gods (such as the Baals and the Asherahs) in the land, but they had failed and were later drawn to sin.
· When have you succeeded or failed to remove sources of temptation from your life? What were the results?
Ehud: Read Judges 3:12-30

· How would you describe Eglon? How would you describe Ehud?
· Describe Ehud’s plan for assassination and military victory. What stands out to you about it?

· What must it have been like for Israel to be oppressed by and pay tribute to such a king for 18 years? Why do you think it took them so long to cry out to God?
· In a similar way, do you find it difficult to recognize and confess your sin to God, and to cry out for his help in restoring your life?

Read Deuteronomy 6:1-15. Here, in a passage that stands at the heart of Jewish religion, God gives advice to his people on how they are to serve him and love him after they go in to possess the land of Canaan (which happened in the book of Joshua). Judges 3:7 and 3:12 show their failure to remain faithful to God’s commands.
· Based on this passage, what specific things should they have been doing to remain faithful to God?

· How might you apply these things to your life in practical ways to avoid the cycles of disobedience and unfaithfulness to God we see in the book of Judges?
Conclusion
· We repeatedly see Israel paying a high price for ignoring God. When have you felt that way in your life?
· When have you sent out a cry to God like Israel does in these stories? Where in your life would you like to experience God’s answer to one of your cries today?
Next week we will look at Judges 4-5, so encourage your family to read through those chapters before they come!
