BCM Bible Study – September 5/6, 2012

The Gospel of John: Early Ministry and Calling Disciples (John 1:19-51)

John's Witness

Read John 1:6-8, 15

· Who is the guy named John that we are introduced to here? What does this passage tell us about his role and purpose?

Read John 1:19-34

· What steps does John take to guarantee that people will not look at him but at Jesus? How is this different from people in the public eye today?

· When are you tempted to seek attention or recognition? How can you follow John's example to allow people to see Jesus in your life instead of you?

· How would you summarize John's testimony concerning Jesus?

· What was John's baptism designed to prepare the Jewish people for? (see v26, 31)

· Twice in this chapter (v29, 36) John refers to Jesus as “the Lamb of God.” Later in his gospel, John is careful to show that the time of Jesus' death was the same time the Passover Lambs were being sacrificed in the temple. What does this association tell us about Jesus and what God was doing through him?

The First Disciples – Read John 1:35-51

· Why do John's disciples begin to follow Jesus?

· Why does Jesus give Simon a new name, and what does it signify?

· In verse 51, Jesus makes a reference to the story of Jacob's ladder. Read Genesis 28:10-22. N.T. Wright summarizes Jesus' words like this: “If you follow me, you'll be watching what it looks like when heaven and earth are open to each other.” What does it mean that Jesus has made heaven and earth open to each other?

· Both Andrew and Philip invite people to meet Jesus in this chapter. Are there any people in your life that you might consider inviting to “come and see” Jesus? If so, what kind of invitation might you make?

· One of the big themes of John is Jesus' identity as the “sent one” from God. Read John 20:21. If we, as Jesus' followers, are sent in the same way he was sent from God, what might it look like to imitate Jesus' method of making disciples here?

Conclusion

· John records more than a dozen names or descriptions of Jesus in this chapter. Which of them has the most significance to you personally? Why?

· The first question Jesus asks his first followers is “What are you seeking?” (v38). How would you answer that question from Jesus?

Next week we'll be looking at John 3:1-21. Challenge people to read through chapter 2 and read 3:1-21 before they come!

