BCM Bible Study – February 27-28, 2013
The Book of Joel: Joel 2:18-3:21
Introduction
This week we are going to look at the last two “oracles” in the book of Joel: 2:18-32 and 3:1-21. Whereas the first two oracles described judgment on Israel with the hope of mercy at the end, these two oracles describe God’s mercy toward Israel, his future blessings on them, and his judgment on other nations who have oppressed Israel. This is a typical progression in the prophetic books.
Read Joel 2:18-32
Here, the tone shifts to a promise of future blessing on Israel following their repentance.
· What does God promise to do for his people in these verses? How do these specific promises relate to what we read last week?
· In v18, what does it mean for God to be “jealous”? Why do you think he “had pity on his people”?

· Read Deuteronomy 30:1-10 (which comes after the covenant curse section we looked at last week). How does this passage compare to Joel?

· When have you seen God do something that causes you to praise him (v26), even after coming through a difficult circumstance (v25)? Has this brought about the same result in your life as we see in v27?
· In v28-29, the Lord promises to pour out his spirit on “all flesh.” What do you think is significant about the inclusiveness of this pouring out?

· Read Acts 2:1-4, 14-21, 32-40. Peter claimed that Joel 2:28-32 was being fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. How then does Joel’s promise of the Spirit and salvation apply to us?
Read Joel 3:1-21
We have seen that the “day of the LORD” will involve judgment on unrepentant Israel (1:15; 2:1, 11), but also a pouring out of God’s blessings on them (2:31). Now God speaks of the “day of the LORD” in terms of his judgment on other nations (3:14) and further blessing on Israel (3:18).
· What specifically does God take issue with that these nations have done?
· No geographic place called the “Valley of Jehoshaphat” has ever been discovered, so it is likely figurative language. Jehoshaphat means “Yahweh has judged” in Hebrew. What does God say will happen in this valley in v1-16?
· Compare Joel 3:10 with Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3. Why do you think Joel reverses the typical prophetic vision of peace?

· What else does God promise his people in v16-21?

· What does all of this tell us about God? How are his judgment and salvation linked? His justice and his mercy?

· Based on what we’ve learned about “the day of the LORD” in Joel, what does it mean for you to live in light of God’s future blessings and judgment? (for some further ideas on this, see Matt 24:42-51; Rom 13:11-14; 1 Thess 5:1-11)
