BCM Bible Study – March 26-27, 2014
James 1:2-18
In the passage we will study today, James begins his letter with a rapid-fire treatment of quite a few loosely connected topics.
Read James 1:2-4
· What does James call his readers to do when they face trials? Do you find that advice hard to follow?
· In what ways has God produced steadfastness in your life through trials? What is your perspective on those trials now?
· According to v4, it is possible to go through trials and not be strengthened. How do you “let steadfastness [in trials] have its full effect”? What makes the difference between somebody who crumbles in trials and somebody who is strengthened?
· What trials are you facing now? How can you apply James’ advice to them?
Read James 1:5-8

· How does the topic of wisdom from God relate to trials?
· What do you think it means to “ask in faith” (v6-8)?
· What circumstances are you facing right now that you need to ask God for wisdom?
Read James 1:9-11

· What does James tell his readers about being rich and being poor?
· When in life have you seen the truth that worldly riches fade away? With so much emphasis on wealth in society, how do you live in light of this?
Read James 1:12-15

· James now comes back to the subject of trials and temptations. What does he add to what he told his readers in v2-4?
· What is the difference between trials and temptations?
· When have you seen the process of temptation described in v14-15 in your life? How have you learned to fight against it?
Read James 1:16-18
· What do these verses tell us about God? Why is that important to know? How might we “be deceived” (v16) about this truth?
· How does what James says here relate to the things he’s already told his readers in chapter 1?

Conclusion
James 1:22 warns us to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
· How will you be a “doer” of the passage we studied? What is one specific, practical thing you will do this week in response to what we’ve read?
Next week we will look at James 1:19-2:13. Encourage your family to read through those verses before they come!
