BCM Bible Study – January 29/30, 2014
Isaiah: Trusting God or Trusting the Nations (Isaiah 7-8, 30-31)
This week we will look at some of the historical circumstances surrounding Isaiah’s prophecy and how God was trying to use Isaiah to guide Israel through difficult times.
Syria and Israel Come Against Judah – Read Isaiah 7:1-9

As Assyria was starting to threaten Israel, Judah was forced to either side with Israel or Assyria. King Ahaz chose Assyria, so the king of Israel chose to ally with Syria and attack Judah (2 Kgs 15:37; 16:5). Ahaz then asked Tiglath-Peleser III, King of Assyria, for help (2 Kgs 16:7-9), despite the fact that Isaiah warns him in this passage to trust God rather than Assyria.
· A commentary about this passage says, “In every circumstance there are two perspectives, the human and the divine, and, as here, the two are frequently in conflict.” What are the human and divine perspectives on the issue in this passage?
· When are you tempted to favor a human rather than divine perspective on your circumstances?

· Ahaz looked for security in places other than God. When do you do this?
· Read Isaiah 8:11-13. Isaiah gives a description of what it means to trust in God alone. How was that different from what Ahaz did? What does it look like for you to live out this kind of trust in God today?

Don’t Trust in Egypt – Read Isaiah 30:1-18; 31:1-3

Judah was also tempted to run to Egypt for military help against the Assyrian invaders. God again warns the people through Isaiah against forming this alliance.
· What reasons does God give for not trusting in Egypt?

· Why do you think it was difficult for Judah to rest in God and his promises?
· V1-2 say that this alliance with Egypt was “not of [God’s] Spirit” and came “without asking [God’s] direction.” How do you seek God’s direction for big issues in your life?

· V9-11 say that Israel was “unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD” and didn’t want to hear true messages from the prophets. Have you ever had that kind of unwillingness to hear God’s word or a rebuke from a friend? Are you doing that in your life right now?
· What do you make of God’s plan for deliverance (v15) as compared with Israel’s plans (v16-17)?
· What does v18 tell us about God? How does that affect your present relationship with him?
Trust in God – Read Isaiah 30:19-26

· What from this description of God’s grace and blessing on his people stands most to you? Which part are you asking God for in your life right now?
· How are these blessings related to what we read in v1-18?

Conclusion

Take some time to break into groups of 2-3, share answers to this question, then pray for one another.
· What situation are you facing right now that frightens you? On a scale of 1-10, how trusting of God are you in that situation?
