BCM Bible Study – August 31-September 1, 2011

Ezra and Nehemiah: Hope in Exile

Background – Read Jeremiah 29:1-3

Jeremiah lived and served as a prophet during the time leading up to and during the Babylonian conquest of Judah and destruction of Jerusalem.  He was never taken into captivity in Babylon.  He likely wrote this letter between 598 and 587 BC, after the first major group of captives were taken to Babylon, but before the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.  It serves to encourage the exiles in their present difficult situation and give them a message of hope for the future.

Advice for the Present – Read Jeremiah 29:4-9

False prophets (Jer 28:1-4, 29:8-9) were telling the people that their time of exile would only last two years, whereas God told Jeremiah it would last for 70 (29:10).  In light of this, Jeremiah gives counsel from God to the exiles about how to spend their 70 years.

· What are some of the ways God tells the exiles to “settle down” in Babylon (v4-6)? What is the significance of God giving them these commands?

· Is it hard for you to see God and sense his presence in the middle of difficulty?

· Are there difficult situations in your life right now that you are having a hard time accepting and “settling down” in the midst of?

God tells the exiles to seek the shalom (peace, well-being, wholeness, welfare) of the city, for in its shalom they will find shalom. (v7)

· What might that command have meant to the Jews in Babylon?

· What does it mean for us today to seek shalom in the place where we live?

The New Testament describes followers of Jesus today as exiles (or strangers or aliens) living in a world that is not their home.

Read Philippians 3:17-21 and Hebrews 11:13-16.

· What things make you feel like this world is not your home?

· According to these passages, what attitudes and behaviors don't make sense for those who have their “citizenship in heaven”?  Why is this?

· How might the perspective of being a stranger or exile on earth affect your life?

Forecast of the Future – Read Jeremiah 29:10-14

· v11 is famous and often quoted by Christians.  How does reading it in context help you see what God is communicating to these exiles?

· What do we learn about the heart and purposes of God in our lives today?

· What does it mean for you to “seek [God] with all your heart” (v13)?

Conclusion and Prayer

Take time to share how God is working in your life at the beginning of school or how he is speaking to you through his word tonight.  Pray for each other for these things and any other requests and needs.

