BCM Bible Study – Mar 21-22, 2012

Colossians 1:15-23

Introduction

This section of Colossians is a beautiful hymn of praise to God's “beloved Son” (v13), Jesus. It lifts him up against the background of false teaching in Colossae (which Paul will address directly later in the letter) that faith in Jesus was good, but not adequate for full spiritual enlightenment. Before we look at the passage, take a moment to think about how you have come to know Jesus.

· What phrases best describe to you who Jesus is and what he has done?

Who Jesus Is: Read Colossians 1:15-20

· How does this section of the letter connect with the previous verses?

· What does it mean that Jesus is the “image” of God? (v15) Read John 14:8-11. How does this help your understanding of this term?

· Is it difficult for you to relate to an “invisible” God? How does Jesus help overcome these difficulties?

· What is Jesus' relationship to “all things” in v16-17? Read John 1:1-3 and Hebrews 1:1-4. How do these passages add to the description of Jesus' supremacy seen here?

· What does it mean that Jesus is “the head of the body, the church”? Read Ephesians 4:13-16. How does this add to the picture of Jesus as head of the church?

· How does that fact show in practical ways in BCM or in your church? How should it?

Jesus is described here as the creator and ultimate lord over all things, including beings and powers beyond our physical world.

· What does is it mean for Jesus to be the ultimate lord over your life?

· How do our areas of rebellion against God look against this background of Jesus' lordship?

What Jesus Did: Read Colossians 1:21-23

· What were the costs of Jesus' reconciling work?

· Looking at the “before and after” picture in v21-22, what effects did Jesus' death have?

· How have you seen the evidence of that in your own life?

· How does this description of what Jesus (the lord and creator of all things) did prompt you to respond to him?

· Why do you think Paul adds the warning about continuing in the faith in v23?

· Do you feel like your faith is “stable and steadfast” (ESV) or “established and firm” (NIV)? (v23) If not, how do you work toward that?

Conclusion

· Does this passage of praise to Jesus change the way you think about him or the way you would describe him to somebody? How so?

Take some time to pray for each other. A good prayer question might be, “How can we pray that you will respond to Jesus in light of what we've read about him tonight?”

