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Exodus 20:2-3

Video: Background to the Ten Commandments

Identification of the King: “I am the LORD your God …” Ex 20:2a

God identifies himself by his name Yahweh, or “I am,” which is written in English Bibles as 'LORD' (when written 'Lord', it is not Yahweh, but a Hebrew word literally meaning lord or master).

Read Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15, where God identified himself with this name to Moses.

· What does this name tell us about God?  What did it communicate to Moses?

· How does God's identity as “I am who I am” relate to the Ten Commandments?  Why did he mention it in his introduction to the commandments?

God also identifies himself in this passage as “The God of Abraham.”  Read Genesis 12:1-3, where God calls Abraham (then Abram) and reveals his purpose and plan to him.

· How is God fulfilling this promise to Abraham in what we've read in Exodus (the Ten Commandments and calling Moses to set Israel free)?

· In what ways do you see the church today being a blessing to the world around us because God has blessed us?  The BCM?

Historical Prologue:

“… who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” Ex 20:2b

Read Ex 14:26-31, where Israel crosses the Red Sea in one of the final, decisive actions of God in setting them free from slavery in Egypt.

· How does God's history with Israel relate to the Ten Commandments?  Why did he mention it in his introduction to the commandments?

Read Ex 15:13, a verse from the worship song Israel sings after crossing the Red Sea.  The New Testament borrows this image of God “redeeming” or “ransoming” people.  To redeem means to rescue somebody from oppression or slavery, usually by paying a price.  Read Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19, and Titus 2:13-14.

· How is our redemption today similar to and different from God's redemption of Israel?

· What does this image of redemption tell us about what Jesus has done for us in his death?

We've seen that God began issuing these commandments by describing who he is and what he had done for Israel.

· What are some aspects of who God is and what he's done in your life that make you grateful to Him?

· How do those things help you follow God in obedience and faith?

The First Commandment: “You shall have no other gods before me.” Ex 20:3

· How is this first commandment related to God's introduction in 20:2?

· What does it look like practically for us to obey this commandment today?

· In what ways do you struggle to serve Yahweh alone?

