BCM Bible Study – September 4/5, 2013
Acts: The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-41)

Introduction

Acts 2 describes the day of Pentecost, when God sent the Holy Spirit upon the gathering of believers. Pentecost is a Jewish festival occurring 50 days after Passover, which Jews from all over the world would travel to Jerusalem to celebrate. It originally celebrated God’s provision in the harvest (Deut 16:9-12) and in NT times was associated with the giving of the law on Mt. Sinai.
· What are your initial feelings about the topic of the Holy Spirit? Was the Spirit mentioned much in churches and Christian groups you’ve participated in before?

The Coming of the Spirit – Read Acts 2:1-13
· Why do you think God chose this time and place for this important event?
· What do the “mighty rushing wind” and the “tongues as of fire” (v2-3) tell us about the nature of the Holy Spirit?

· What purpose did the miracle of being able to speak in other languages serve? What was the reaction of the crowd?
· Have you ever felt like you’ve experienced a powerful filling of the Holy Spirit? What were the circumstances? What happened?

· In what ways does the Holy Spirit seem to empower the church today? How do they relate to being “witnesses”?

· Although the crowd observes this miracle, they still ask the question, “What does this mean?” Peter goes on to present the gospel to them. How do you see the need for both the power of the Spirit and faithful explanation of the gospel in your life?

Peter’s Sermon – Read Acts 2:14-41

· What stands out to you about Peter’s sermon?
· In v14-21, Peter explains the phenomenon of speaking in other languages as a fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32. What does this explanation reveal to us about what was going on?
· What things did Peter think were important to tell the crowd about Jesus in v22-36? How can you learn from this example as you share about Jesus to those who don’t know him?
Conclusion
· How comfortable do you feel in your role as a “witness”?
· How would you like to grow in that role as we study through the book of Acts?
· How would you like to see yourself empowered for witness by the Holy Spirit?
Pray about these things together as a group!
Next week we'll be looking at Acts 3-4. Challenge people to read it before they come!

