BCM Bible Study – March 20-21, 2013
The Book of Judges: Judges 2:6-23
Remember that you will have a shorter time in your group this first week because you will be spending some time getting to know each other as a family through group games and activities.  Consider how you can continue to get to know each other in this small group time.  You might want to take some time to talk about what God is doing in your lives, your spiritual backgrounds, or some goals or expectations you have as individuals or as a group.

Introduction
The book of Judges describes the time in Israel’s history between Joshua’s death and the rise of the monarchy (probably about 1380-1050 BC). This was a dark time in Israel’s history; the author describes it like this: “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (17:6; 21:25).
The book of Joshua ends with Israel’s promise to stay faithful to God and their covenant with him (Josh 24:16-18). Chapter 1 of Judges describes the failure of Israel to complete the task God had given them of conquering the promised land, and their unfaithfulness only grows from there. A pattern emerges where the people engage in idolatry and immorality, God brings foreign nations to oppress them, the people cry out for help, and God rescues them through a “judge.” Then the pattern repeats; we will see this over and over as we study the book this semester.
Don’t think of a “judge” as a modern day judge – a better translation of the term and position would probably be “ruler” or “deliverer.” God used them mainly to rescue Israel from bad situations where other nations were ruling over them. They are not perfect people; many of them are probably not even good people. Remember that these stories are written to tell what happened; we are left to decide whether the actions of people in the stories were good or bad, wise or unwise.
Read Judges 2:6-23

This passage sets up the entire book by describing the pattern we will see over and over.

· Why do you think the people followed God while they had a judge, yet turned away from him once the judge died? (see 2:7, 10, 19)
· What do you learn from this passage about remembering and retelling the mighty acts of God? How have you done this?

· What does God expect individuals and nations to learn from hard times?

· What does God’s work through the judges reveal about his character? (see 2:16-19)

Since this is your first meeting as a family, you will want to take some time to get to know each other on a spiritual level. You might just ask people to share a little bit about how God has been at work in their lives recently, but if you want to connect it to Judges, you can ask the question like this:

· Like the Israelites in Judges, we often experience cycles of disobedience and being called back to God. Where would you place your current spiritual life in the cycle we see in Judges? Are you in a period of initial obedience, disobedience, oppression, crying out for rescue, experiencing God’s rescue, or a conclusion?

Take some time to pray for each other based on these conversations!
Next week we will look at Judges 3:7-31, so encourage your family to read through those verses before they come!
