BCM Bible Study – February 20-21, 2013
The Book of Joel: Joel 1:1-2:17
Introduction
This week and next week we are going to look at Joel. Joel is the second of the twelve books called Minor Prophets (‘minor’ because they’re short, not because they’re unimportant). This is a bit daunting, but we want to challenge you to be knowledgeable about all of God’s word, and Joel reveals a lot about God’s character to us.
Historical Background

Not much is known about Joel other than his father’s name. Joel was a common Hebrew name meaning, “Yahweh is God.” Most scholars assume that he was writing to Jews living in the Southern Kingdom (called Judah) sometime between the fall of the Northern (722 BC) and Southern (587 BC) Kingdoms.

How to Read the Minor Prophets
The prophetic books of the OT can be difficult to read, understand, and apply. Here are a few things to keep in mind as you read Joel (and any other prophet):

· Don’t think of a prophet as somebody who tells the future. Their main role was to speak for God to their contemporaries. They were God’s representatives.
· The prophets’ message was not their own, but God’s.

· The prophets were “covenant enforcement mediators.” During their time, Israel lived in a covenant relationship with God detailed in the Law written in Exodus-Deuteronomy. That Law contained blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience (see Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 4, 28-32). The prophets’ job was to announce God’s enforcement of these things to the people so that they would understand the blessings and curses they were experiencing.
· The prophets’ message was unoriginal. Although they used different words and images, the content of their message was the same as what was written in the Law.

· The prophets wrote in chunks called “oracles.” Joel is broken up into four separate oracles (with 1:1 being a title): 1:2-20; 2:1-17; 2:18-32; and 3:1-21. We’ll look at the first two “oracles” or sections tonight, and the last two next week.
Read Joel 1:1-20
Joel describes a plague of locusts here. It is unclear whether this actually happened (locust invasions are not uncommon in that part of the world), or it is symbolic for the destruction caused by an invading army.
· Describe the destruction left by the invading locusts/army. What effect did it have on the drunkards (v5)? The priests (v9, 13)? The farmers (v11)?
· What other locust plague in history would this event have called to mind for these Jews? (hint: Exod. 10) What is different about these two events?

· Why does Joel emphasize hearing and retelling (v2-3)?

· What does God (speaking through Joel) command the people of Israel to do here in response to the devastation?

· How do you respond to times of difficulty or devastation? What does it mean to “cry out” (v14) or “call” (v19) to God in such times?
· Read Deut 28:15, 38-40, 49-51. God is announcing his discipline to the people based on the covenant. How does God discipline his people today?

· In what meaningful ways can we express our repentance (see v13-14) today, both individually and corporately?

Read Joel 2:1-17
· In 2:1, 11 Joel mentions “the day of the LORD” (see also 1:15), which is a common theme in Joel and other prophets. How is this day described in 2:1-11?
· What is the significance or purpose of the first two commands in v1?

· Who is the commander of this great invading army? (v11) What is significant about that?

· The contrast between v11 and v12 is striking. What does this tell us about God?

· What does it mean to return to the LORD “with all your heart”? (v12-14) Describe a time in your life when you have, in some sense, returned to the LORD.
· When have you seen the qualities of God described in v13 be true in your life?

· What is the point of the priests’ prayer in v17?

Next week we will finish off the book of Joel, so encourage your family to read through the rest of it before they come!
