BCM Bible Study – January 22/23, 2014
Isaiah: Introduction and Isaiah’s Call (Isaiah 1, 6)
Background

Isaiah was a prophet who ministered in Jerusalem from about 739-701 BC. During this time, the nation of Israel was broken up into two kingdoms: the northern kingdom known as Israel and the southern kingdom known as Judah. During Isaiah’s lifetime, Israel was attacked, destroyed, and taken into exile by the powerful nation of Assyria (722 BC), and Judah faced pressure from the Assyrians. This conflict forms the background to much of Isaiah’s content, although he also looks forward to the rise of Babylon and their eventual conquest of Judah (which would happen in 586 BC). Isaiah also looks beyond the present crisis to a day when God would rescue his people, bring them back from exile, and forgive their sin that led to their exile.
As a prophet, Isaiah’s job was to speak for God to his contemporaries. Isaiah’s words were recorded and collected in the written form we have in our Bibles today. Isaiah’s words were recorded in segments (called oracles) and compiled to form the book of Isaiah. The oracles often do not have any transition statements between them, making it seem that the book jumps from topic to topic. They are also not necessarily recorded in chronological order.

Some major themes to look for in Isaiah:

· God’s majesty, power, and holiness, especially in contrast to human sinfulness and the worthlessness of idols.
· The sin and foolishness of human pride contrasted with the joy and glory of humanity trusting in God. Sin and pride are pictured as rebellion against God.
· God’s judgment as a response to sin, but also God’s action to redeem sinful humanity. Men cannot redeem or “fix” themselves, only God can. This redemption results in God’s glory in the earth and joy for God’s people. 
Isaiah’s Call – Read Isaiah 6:1-8
King Uzziah (also known as Azariah) died somewhere between 739-735 BC. He was an able and godly king (see 2 Kgs 15:1-7). During his son Jotham’s reign, Assyria began to conquer Israel (2 Kgs 15:29) and Syria and Israel began to fight against Judah (2 Kgs 15:37).
· Why do you think God chose this moment in time to begin speaking to his people through Isaiah?

· What is the significance of the seraphs’ song (v3) and Isaiah’s response (v5)?

· We see some powerful truths in Isaiah’s vision: God’s power and holiness (6:1-4), man’s sinfulness (6:5), God’s forgiveness (6:6-7), and God using forgiven man to accomplish his purposes (6:8). What do all these things teach us about God?
· When have you experienced a sense of God’s calling in your life? How did you respond? How do you keep that sense of calling fresh and meaningful?
Isaiah’s Commission – Read Isaiah 6:9-13

· V9-10 don’t sound like a very exciting “mission statement” for Isaiah’s ministry. How do you think he felt about his mission?

· Both Jesus (Matt 13:10-17) and Paul (Acts 28:23-28) quote this passage about their ministries. Read those verses. How is Isaiah’s work similar to and different from Jesus and Paul? What do we learn about calling and mission from these examples?

· Isaiah persevered in his prophetic work for decades. How are you able to persevere in fulfilling God’s calling in your life despite opposition and apathy?

Isaiah’s Message – Read Isaiah 1:1-20

Chapters 1-5 of Isaiah serve as an introduction to the book, giving an overview of the prophet’s message. We’ll take a look at the beginning of this introduction this week.
· What do the images in v2-9 tell us about the state of God’s people in Isaiah’s time?

· Based on what we saw in chapter 6, how do you think Isaiah’s peers reacted to him preaching this message?

· V10-15 show us that, despite their thorough wickedness, the people had not abandoned their religious rituals. How did God feel about these things? What does God counsel them to do instead (v16-17)?

· When have you felt that religious activities have become empty rituals for you? How do you avoid and correct that problem?

· V18-20 declare God’s desire to forgive and bless his people. Does this surprise you after the previous 17 verses?
· The condition for God’s blessing is that the people would be “willing and obedient” (v19). What does it mean for you to be willing and obedient toward God?
