The Ten Commandments: An Introduction
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Exodus 20

Remember that you will have a shorter time in your group this first week because you will be spending some time getting to know each other as a family through group games and activities.  Consider how you can continue to get to know each other in this small group time.  You might want to take some time to talk about what God is doing in your lives, your spiritual backgrounds, or some goals or expectations you have as individuals or as a group.

Video: Memorizing the Ten Commandments

Getting Started

How do you respond to rules?  Are you a rule follower?  A rule breaker?

What story to you remember about a time when you broke the rules when you were a kid?

How have these attitudes positively and negatively affected your attitude toward God and his law?

What memories do you have of the Ten Commandments?  What do they make you think of?

Read Exodus 20:1-17

As you read this passage, what stands out to you?

Some people like to put the commandments in two groups, paralleling Jesus' teaching about the greatest commandments (Read Matt 22:34-40).  The first four are directed toward God and the last six toward others.

What do the first four commandments tell us about who God is?

Why is it appropriate that these four come first?

What do the last six commandments tell us about God's desire for our community and relationships?

Conclusion

Which of these Commandments presents the greatest challenge to you right now?

