BCM Bible Study – January 23-24, 2013
Spiritual Gifts and the Body of Christ, Part I
Introduction
For the first few weeks of this semester, we are going to be looking at what the NT has to say about spiritual gifts and how they are to be used in the community of faith.

· What are your initial thoughts when we mention the topic of spiritual gifts?

· Have any of you spent much time thinking about how God has gifted you?

There are four main NT passages that talk about spiritual gifts: Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:7-16; 1 Peter 4:7-11; and 1 Corinthians 12-14. We’ll be looking at the first three this week and the final one next week. As we look at these passages, we’ll be focusing on how God uses gifts in the community of faith. Later, we’ll come back and think about the different gifts listed and how God has gifted us individually.
Read Romans 12:1-8
· How does Romans 12:1-2 relate to 12:3-8? What do we learn in v1-2 that applies to the teaching about the “body of Christ” in v3-8?
· What does it mean to think about yourself with “sober judgment”? (v3)

· What does it mean that we are “members of one another” (ESV) or that we “belong to all the others” (NIV)? (v5)

· Paul says that the receiving of gifts has to do with God’s grace given to us (v6). How is God’s grace at work in the giving and using of gifts?
(I’ve heard this referred to as the “Grace Faucet Principle”: God not only gives grace to us, but gives grace through us to others as we serve with the gifts he has given. In fact, the word used for ‘gift’ by Paul is charisma, meaning a concrete expression of grace.)
Read Ephesians 4:1-16

· What do v1-6 tell us about what the community of faith should look like? How do these things relate to the discussion of gifts in v7-16?
· This passage focuses on the goal of gifts being given to the “body of Christ.” What are some of them?

· How can you personally work toward the “building up of the body of Christ”? (v12)
Read 1 Peter 4:7-11
· Again, how does the context of v7-9 inform us about  v10-11?
· What does it mean to be a “good steward” of your gifts? (v10)

· What does Peter say is the goal of the gifts? How is this similar and different from how Paul talked about it in Ephesians 4?
Conclusion
· Based on these passages, how is God’s giving of spiritual gifts in the body of Christ like and unlike the way we give gifts to people? 

Now that we’ve looked at some of the passages in the Bible, let’s be very practical.

· How do these teachings about the “body of Christ” apply to how we function together as a family group? In the BCM? In your church?
· How do these passages change how you think about yourself as part of the “body of Christ”? How do they change how you think about and treat others?
