BCM Bible Study – August 29/30, 2012

The Gospel of John: Introduction (John 1:1-18)

Introduction

This semester, we are going to be reading through the gospel of John together. Because it's a long book, we'll have to jump around and skip some portions to get through all of it.

Background

Date: John was probably the last gospel written, sometime in the 80s AD.

Author: The gospel was written by the “disciple whom Jesus loved.” (John 21:20, 24) Although we can't be certain, this is traditionally understood to be John the Apostle, the brother of James and son of Zebedee. See Mark 3:17; Luke 9:51-56; Matthew 20:20-24 for some background on John.

John's gospel stands out from the other three gospels in the NT. Here are a few differences:

· None of Jesus' parables are recorded in John, while they have a central place in the other three gospels.

· John contains some unique stories not contained in the other gospels, such as turning water into wine (2:1-11), raising Lazarus from the dead (11:1-44), and Jesus washing the disciples' feet (13:1-17).

· Some important themes to watch out for in John include Jesus being called the “sent one” from God, Jesus' repeated use of the phrase, “I am,” and Jesus revealing God to the world.

Purpose – Read John 20:30-31 and 21:25

· Why did John write this gospel? What was he trying to accomplish?

· How should this purpose statement affect the way you read and think about John?

Introduction – Read John 1:1-18

John begins his gospel with a spiritual theological introduction rather than a story about the human genealogy and birth of Jesus (like Matthew and Luke) or jumping right in to the story of Jesus' adult life of ministry (like Mark).

· The first words of  John (“In the beginning was the Word”) are identical to Genesis 1:1 (“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”) Why does John begin his story of Jesus with a reference to the story of creation? What does this passage tell us about creation?

· What specifically does this introduction tell us about Jesus?

· Verses 9-13 contrast the rejection of Jesus by many with his reception by a few. How would you explain to someone both the meaning and results of receiving Jesus?

· What is significant about verse 14: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”?

Prayer

Now that we've looked at both the purpose and introduction of John, what do you hope to see happen in your life as a result of studying John this semester ?

What might it mean for God to help you “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name”? (John 20:31)

Take time to talk about these things and pray for one another.

Next week we'll be looking at John 1:19-51. Challenge people to read it before they come!

