BCM Bible Study – August 24/25, 2011

Ezra and Nehemiah: Introduction

Introduction

This semester, we'll be looking at the books of Ezra and Nehemiah and the story of Israel as they return from exile in Babylon.  Along the way, we'll be looking to learn from the people, the events, and the work of God that we see in these stories.  This journey will also take us into the writings of some of the prophets who wrote during these times and about these events, including Isaiah, Jeremiah, Haggai, and Zechariah.

Background

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell the stories of groups of Israelites returning to Israel after their period of exile in Babylon.  Israel was taken captive in 605 BC and Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 BC, both at the hands of the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar.  Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon in 539 BC and began to release some of the Israelites from captivity.

Date: These events occurred in the 5th and 6th centuries BC.  The books were written sometime after the lives of Ezra and Nehemiah (perhaps around 400 BC).

Author: The books were likely written by the same author as 1 and 2 Chronicles (although some believe Ezra was the author of all these books).

The Exile

Read Jeremiah 25:1-11

· Why has God's anger been stirred up against Israel?

Read Jeremiah 24:4-7

· What are God's hopes and intentions for these people in exile?

Read 2 Chronicles 36:15-21 – Here we see Jeremiah's words coming true

· Look at verses 15-16 here along with Jeremiah 25:3-4.  How is God's patience shown in this story?

· Has God ever used low points in your life to speak to you or get your attention?  Is he trying to get your attention through any circumstances in your life right now?

Our Journey

As we begin to look at the journey of Israel from exile to home, from slavery to freedom, and from God's judgment to God's favor, we want to also think about our spiritual journey.  In the spirit of Hebrews 10:24-25, take some time to share about your life and listen to the stories of those in your group so that you might be able to encourage one another this year.

· What are some of the high and low points in your spiritual journey over the last couple of months?  The last couple of years?

· How can others in the group encourage you and build you up in your journey this year?

Take some time to pray for these things and one another.

