BCM Bible Study – Mar 14-15, 2012

Colossians 1:1-14

Remember that you will have a shorter time in your group this first week because you will be spending some time getting to know each other as a family through group games and activities.  Consider how you can continue to get to know each other in this small group time.  You might want to take some time to talk about what God is doing in your lives, your spiritual backgrounds, or some goals or expectations you have as individuals or as a group.

Introduction: Read Colossians 1:1-2

· What do you learn about this letter from the introduction? About Paul? (Leaders: share some of the pertinent background information about this letter here. See the Colossians Background Info document.)

Thanksgiving: Read Colossians 1:3-8

· What specific things does Paul praise about this group of believers?

· Who is somebody that causes you to praise and thank God for his work in their life?

· How has the gospel been “bearing fruit” (v6) in and around you lately?

Paul's Prayer: Read Colossians 1:9-14

· What do you think of the way Paul prays for the believers in Colossae here? How does it compare to the way you pray for people?

· How does Paul contrast life with and without Christ in v12-14?

· Which of the things Paul prays for the Colossians here would be most meaningful for somebody to pray for your life right now?

Conclude by taking some time to pray for one another. You might consider using Colossians 1:9-14 as a model prayer, praying for those things to happen in each others' lives, along with any other prayer requests people might have.

