BCM Bible Study – August 22 & 23, 2018
Acts: Introduction (Acts 1:1-11)

Background: The title of the book of Acts is short for “Acts of the Apostles.” It details the start of the church from the time of Jesus’ ascension until Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. Unlike the gospels, we have almost no other record of the early church to compare with Acts, so it is unique and valuable. A key theme in Acts is the empowerment of the church by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the gospel of Christ to all nations and cultures; in doing so, the church is established. (ESV Study Bible)
Author and Style: Luke wrote both Luke and Acts. He was a historian and physician who accompanied Paul at various times during his missionary journeys (note the first person pronouns appearing sporadically throughout Acts). Luke is also mentioned in Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon 24. Luke wrote “Luke-Acts” as a two-volume work, with the first volume detailing Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and the second detailing the beginnings of the church. The book has been dated to either 62 or 70 AD, and was probably written before Paul died. In Luke 1:3 and Acts 1:1, he addresses a man named Theophilus (which means “friend of God…” in Greek), but the books are clearly intended to be read and used by a wider audience. 
Introductions: Because Acts is the second volume of Luke’s work, the introduction given to the first volume applies to the second as well. Read Luke 1:1-4. 
· Why does Luke say he wrote these books?

Read Acts 1:1-5
· V2 points out that Jesus “had given commands … to the apostles” before he was taken up. Read Luke 24:44-49 to see these commands. What did Jesus have in mind for them?

· Why does Jesus instruct the apostles to wait? 
· Note: We will expand on the importance of this in verse 8.
The Ascension: Read Acts 1:6-11
· What was first on the agenda for the disciples as they approached the risen Christ?
· Share about a time(s) when you have asserted your agenda to the Lord before asking Him what He would have you do.
· Do you find that your prayers, heart attitudes, and life are more about you and your plans/hopes/expectations or are they more about God and His mission? 
· What steps can you take to prioritize the mission of God in your life?
· The term “witness” (see v8) is important to Luke; in fact this verse serves as a sort of thesis statement for Acts. The term means to “bear witness,” which has legal connotations. 

· With this idea of serving as a legal witness (such as a witness in court) in mind, what did it mean for these apostles to be Jesus’ “witnesses”? 

· What does it mean for us today? How do we emulate the apostles in bearing witness to what Christ has done in both word and deed?
· Jesus’ commission in verse 8 provides an outline for the book: Jerusalem (chs. 1-7), Judea and Samaria (8-12), and the ends of the earth (13-28). Moreover, since the church was founded in a Jewish culture, this was a radical ethnic calling for the church to take root in many cultures and peoples. The three places mentioned specifically carried certain connotations for the disciples: Jerusalem was where Jesus had just been crucified; Judea is where Jesus had been rejected; Samarians were Jews who had married Assyrians, the country responsible for the fall of Israel. 
· Knowing this, how does Jesus expand the apostles’ view of their mission in v8?

· It is evident that God has a heart for all nations, and we see this throughout Scripture. Read Genesis 12:1-3, Ezekiel 36:22-23. It is easy to get caught in the trap of thinking that Jesus died for you alone, but in fact, we are blessed to be a blessing! When have you seen God expand your view of why he has saved you? 
· Jesus says the source of their power for this witnessing will be the Holy Spirit. In fact, he tells them to do nothing at all until the Holy Spirit falls on them – they were to wait.
· If we are honest, we can admit that we often rely on our own strength and power instead of that of the Holy Spirit. How does this often play out in our lives, churches, etc.? What are some practical ways we can rely full on God’s power?

· Relying on our own power can often leave us discouraged, frustrated, anxious, and unable to be the witness we are called to be. In what area of life do you sense a need for the help and power of the Holy Spirit?
Application and Prayer

How will you personally respond to Acts 1:8 this week?

· Some suggestions for a response that you could offer are to memorize the verse, to pray for the power of the Holy Spirit in your life, to have an intentional spiritual conversation with a friend where you are a witness to Jesus in word and deed, to get to know an international student, or to look into upcoming mission trip opportunities.
Pray for God to help these things happen in each other!

Next week we'll be looking at Acts 2:1-41. Challenge people to read it before they come!

